Student Study Guide for “Mahalia Jackson ”

Make sure you finished your definitions to the vocabulary using the glossary in the book.  If you did not, complete at home. Use your book to answer these questions on a sheet of paper to help study for the test on “Mahalia Jackson”.

Vocabulary:

appreciate

barber


choir

    released

     religious


slavery            

teenager
             gospel
                 posthumously
     spirituals
Study Questions:

1. The title of the selection is Mahalia Jackson.  What would be another good name for this story?
2.  A sentence from the selection says, “One of the ways black people fought against slavery was with the breath in their bodies.”  What does this statement mean?

3. Why did slaves sing the blues?
4. How were Mahalia Jackson and Bessie Smith alike?

5. What is the most likely reason the author wrote this selection?

6. What is the story’s main idea?

7. The author states, “The people who had owned the slaves still owned the land.  How could the slaves truly be free if they had to keep working for the same people who had owned them?”  What does this mean?

8. “The roots of blues go back to slavery.”  Explain whether this statement is a fact or an opinion.
9. If the author had had the chance to talk to Mahalia Jackson before she died, what do you think he might have said to her?
10. The author uses a casual tone in the selection.  What is the likely reason why he did this?

11. Write one sentence telling how gospel and the blues are alike.















